ADVANCE TO ODER Ẹ 


_ Less Progress Reported 


“but. the. bulk 


. tic coast and Stettin. 


s: Stockholm correspondent. 
- troops.of the’ Wehrmacht's: central res 
‘serve ‘into action, engaging Russian 


' east. 


` vious day, é 


g 


Rec. 10 a.m. 


(U.P.A. and BOW.) 


‘LONDON, February 2. 


- While no news of a further Russian advance towards the Oder east of Berlin 


. has been received, a German communi 
progress in various other directions. 
ported at Deutsche Krone, 15 miles north-west 

- garrison was shut in yesterday. On their 
vanced south of Pless, 20 miles north-ea 
slovak frontier. The Germans admit that 

. penetrations between Lake Balaton and th 
<: The Russians are also stated to be attacking south-west of Grudziadz, on the Vis- 


tula, below Torun. 


On the Russian 


que shows that the Russians.are making 


right flank, fighting is re- 


est of Schneidemuhl, where the German 
left, the Russians have apparently ad- 
st of Teschen, which is on the Czecho- 
the Russians have made a number of 
e Danube, north-east of Szekesfehervar. 


oA disclosure that the Russians made at least one attempt to cross the Oder 


in the Kustrin region is made by a commentator on the Berlin radio, in a broadeast 
praising the Volkssturm. He stated, “The courageous citizens of Kustrin routed. 


-a pack of tanks which tried to force a crossing of the Oder.” Later the German 
news agency quoted.a Berlin military spokesman as saying’ that the Kustrin gar- 
rison. was at grips with the, enemy at close quarters. It said the Russians had 


not yet reached: Frankfurt. East of Kustrin and F 
-ing closer to the Oder, but had not.reached this sec 


Reuter’s Moscow correspondent says the latest messages: from 


- the. Konigsberg front indicate that the’ Russians are. preparing to 
~. storm: the city from all sides.. German attempts to break out of 
- the city into the area of the main East Prussian encirclement had been 
repelled at all points. The battlefield north-west, of Allenstein, in 
-the main ‘German. pocket, has become a “white hell’? for the 
Germans as they hurl massed: tank formations against the ever- 
_. tighteriing Russian ring, in blinding snowstorms and numbing cold. 
i The enemy’s armoured strength is being steadily drained, and the 


trapped ‘Germans are believed to be running short of ammunition and 


“supplies. 


While neutral “correspondents in/spondent. The enemy supply lines 


Berlin say the Nazis are claiming that 


: “major. reinforcements: of. `- regular 


troops, .as’ distinct. from the. Volk- 
ssturm, have slowed. down the Russian 


drive, a correspondent’ in ` Moscow 


says. that, having gained the bulk of 
its. objectives in three weeks, the Red 


"Army has to reorganise. It could 


have chosen no better line than thé 


250 miles of the Oder on which. it 
. is; now. consolidated from the Car- 


pathians almost to Frankfurt,- ` 


“The German’ telegraph - service’ said 
today ‘that the -Russians had- reached 


: ‘the greater part of the Oder. It named 
„as the next Soviet. objectives the river 


bastions of Frankfurt and Kustrin, Kus- 
trin:lies on the east bank of. the river, 
} t of. Frankfurt is on the 
west. side. asti, peant oore 
‘Thé: right flink of Marshal. Zhukov’s 
drive: towards the Oder continues ` to 
bulge oùt in: the direction ‘of the Bal- 
-Offcial reports 
from Moscow ‘show. the advance as 55 
miles ‘from Stettin; but a German 
broadcast for foreign listeners said late 
this afternoon : .that ‘spearheads had 
been. brought to a- halt bétween two 
towns 25 miles from Stettin: Š 
A Russian communique says Marshal. 
Zhukov’s troops. have captured a town 


~ ten miles from the Oder, ‘halfway be- 


tween Frankfurt and: Kusirin. In a 


direct line this is ‘just. over 60 miles 


from: the heart. of Berlin and repré- 
senis an advance in this-sector of near. 
ly 20 miles since yesterday. . Marshal 


Zhukov is reported to have. captured 


a town .35 miles from Stettin. 

The surrounded. enemy garrison at 
Schneidemuhl is being. heavily pound- 
ed, and fighting is-still going on in 
the siege of Poznan. 


GERMANS’ COUNTER-EFFORT. 


-.. The. Germans : yesterday launched 
- their great effort to;halt Zhukov’s drive 


on’ Berlin, states the “Daily Mail's” 
‘They flung 


spearheads on -thë eastern side ‘of the 
der ‘River some 45 miles from Berlin, 
The battle is being fought -in . the 
Frankfurt-Kustrin-Landsberg triangle, 
with -Kustrin thé: focal point. -Moscow 
as always in.the case of an important 


ae “undecided engagement, has been silent 


about ‘the battle, but German reports 
admitted that Russian forces were “fol- 


slowing through :unmindful ‘of their ex- 


posed: flanks,” . 


<A. After previous conflicting “reports, 
“messages. from ‘Mdscow say it is prob- 
“able-that the Russians are on the Oder 


at some -points...: The Germans . are 


. battling hard to guard the river line, 
Partini arly “now that a. thaw has: set 


n at Wi the Oder may not-be ice-bound 
i longer, ~~ s 

a The Mehonce Telegraph’s Moscow 
correspondent says the enemy is throw- 
ing-in . desperate. counter-attacks.. east 
of Frankiurt and Kustrin; vainly try- 
ing to. seal off the breaches in the outer 
defences: of poth fortresses. ‘i 
The Associated- Press correspondent 


‘says that Russian. airmen. flying west 


of the Oder have. reported. that ! the 


main highways and railways, which ar 


under, almost” incessant .. attack, are 
jammed .with German military traffic 
‘moving eastward. i : 
Reuter’s correspondent says the Ger- 
mans are trying to co-ordinate their 
panzers with. ‘groups. of - Junkers 


“pombérs and Messerschmitt fighters, 
. but the. Soviet Air Force is- splitting 


this combination - while Stormoviks 


hunt enemy tanks attempting to con- 


centrate in forests and at road june- 


` tions, ` 


Observers in Moscow see the begin- 
ning of an important outflanking move- 
ment: against Berlin from the south- 
t.. The combined forcas of Zhukov 
and Koniev aré striving tY extend their 


‘hold on the Oder some W) miles north- 
- owest’of. Breslati. ‘Thé: Exchange Tele- 


graph agéncy’s Moscow: correspondent. 
commenting on this development, says 


that large German forces resisting stub- 
' bérnly along: the Oder are threatened 
. with encirclément. : ` 


“©: RUSSIAN: GAINS REPORTED. 
Last night’s Russian communique re- 


ported the capture of more than 100 


more towns and villages in Branden- 
burg: It named towns within 20 miles 
of the. Oder at Kustrin and 30 miles 
from Frankfurt, Schwerin, to the rear 
in the former Landsberg line, was also 
captured. The places taken represent 
an advance of 12 miles since the pre- 


Unofficial Moscow reports show that 
forces reached the river at several 
points in the Frankfurt area, 

The Soviet communique says also 
that thë Russians in East Prussia con- 
‘tinued to ‘fight an. offensive battle in 
the course of which they occupied 50 
places, including one eight miles north- 
west of Kohigsberg. 
` North and north-east of Schneide- 
muhi troops continuing _ the offensiye 
occupied the town of Ratzebuhr and 
-fought. their. way into several other 
localities. Ratzebuhr is 23 miles north 
of Schneidemuhl and 60 miles from 
the nearest point on the German 
Baltic coast. Russian troops encircled 
the garrison in Schneidemuhl,.and are 


- fighting for its annihilation.. The Rus- 


sians in the Posen area continue to 


fight for the liquidation of the encircled 


enemy units. 
The Russians west of Leszno crossed 


‘the Getman border and fought their 


‘way into 50 other localities, 


Troops ‘in Budapest continued te 
fight for the annihilation of the garri- 
in Buda, and 


son which is encircled ude 
occupied several blocks of buildings. 


Marshal Zhukov’s forces killed about 
+3000 Germans and took 1600 prisoners 
. today, . says 


a supplementary 
“munique. 


_ TRANSPORT IN CHAOS 


A ~. LONDON, February 2. 
The Red Army’s advance on the 
canals and. railways is already begin- 
“ning to exercise a. choking grip on the 
“whole of: the eastern regions of the 
Reich, says Reuters. Moscow corre- 


com- 

They took-a large amount 

of booty, including 247 guns and -i50 
armoured vehicles. . 


over the whole area east.of a line due 
south of Stettin along the Oder bank 
are either cut off or in almost hope- 
less confusion—crammed with refugees, 
transport columns, and masses of 
troops whose orders for battle are 
sometimes changed in a few hours. as 
road and railway junctions fall: 

Berlin radio: stated that the Berlin 
Transport Board. has sent all its double- 
decker buses to Danzig and: West Prus- 
sia to..help the evacuation of the re- 
fugees from the threatened West Prus- 
sian areas: 


- GENERAL SLOW. - 
<- DOWN | 
CAUSES STATED 
_ STRONG DEFENCE 
STRUCTURE 


‘(By Telegrapli—Press’ Association—Conyright.) 


Rec, noon. : LONDON, February 2. 
.. The Red Ariny’s ‘advance: on © all 
fronts. has ‘for the moment . slowed 
down, says: the.: British. United - Press 
correspondent in Moscow. This is due 
to a combination of. factors—first, the 
great extent of the advance so’ far, 
which has resulted in a vast extension 
of the Russians’ lines of communica- 
tion: and supply; second, the stiffer 
German: resistance; third, the Russians 
need to consolidate. the ground: they 
have: already won, and to regroup for 
the next. stage. 


Reuter’s Moscow correspondent says 
the area before the Oder line where 
Guderian is trying to check the Rus- 
sians, consists of an intricate ‘system 
of  fortifications—30-feet wide anti- 
tank ditches, concrete pillboxes, and 
multiple trench lines, all intertwined 
with wire, extending along the Oder 
and across highways, hyroads, fields, 
marshes, and: forests. 7 


1 Rec. 9 am. 
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MIND’ OF BERLINERS | HORRIBLE STORY | JAPANESE. SECRET 


PREPARATIONS FOR DEFENCE 


‘LONDON, February 2. 
The German command can’ be ex- 
pected to make good use of two 
developments, now occurring on the 
Eastern Front. One is that the flanks 
of the Russian forces forging west are 


‘j becoming more and more extended, 


and proportionately endangered. The 
other is the big thaw, which has trans- 
formed the battiefield into a quag- 
mire. Tracked vehicles and cars are 
forced to keep to. the roads: where 
previously they roamed at will over 
he snowbound fields and frozen water- 
ways. 

Stockholm correspondents,’ quoting 
messages, say that Berlin has been 
turned into a city of barricades, with 
everyone watching the thaw and hop- 
ing the ice on the Oder: will. break 
up and turn the river into a tank bar- 

A military spokesman in. Berlin said 
that Germany. was taking counter- 
measures, but it “was impossible to 
judge whether they would be taken 
east or west of Berlin. 


Many Berliners are. buying rations 
in advance, but the food situation is 
Theatres and dance 


halls are closed. Cinemas are still 


yopen, but many of them have been 


requisitioned for showing training 
films for home guard recruits, 

‘The Berlin correspondent of the 
“Morgen Tidningen” says that a Wil- 
helmstrasse spokesman appealed to 
foreign correspondents to stay in Ber- 
Hn. The Berlin correspondent of the 
“Dagens Nyheter” was permitted to 
cable a dispatch in “which he. stated: 
“Berlin is being changed into a ‘front- 
line city. in the full meaning of the 
word, Berliners yinderstand that they 
must look forward to‘the hour when 
there is street fighting. Now and 
then one hears the’ unusual sound of 
buildings being blastad . for defence. 
Soon these detonations- will be mixed 
with cannon fire from the east.” 

The Berlin. correspondent... of the 
“Svenska Dagbladet? ‘saysii “the “air 


war pales into insignificance beside the’ 


present threat. Home- guards and 
civilians are building barricades for 
defence points, using material. from 
the bombed ruins, and strongholds are 
springing up everywhere.. There is no 
sign of panic, but there is one topic 
of conversation, and one question: 
Will the Germans be able to hold the 
Russians af the Oder, and for how long? 
“The thaw. which began on Wednes- 
day is turning all thoughts towards the 
er.” iar 2 


' The German High Command is en«| Oder 


deavouring to counter Zhukov’s pres- 
sure along the line from the Warthe 
River down to the’ Oder elbow, by 


issuing orders that every defendable 
position. must be held like a castle. 
in this way-it hopes to transform Ger- 
many irito‘a network of suicidal gar- 
risons, , These. tactics ‘have had some 
Suce¢ss in suth fierce prolonged 
battles as have gone on for Posen and 
Konigsherg, but the system does not 
always work. The German storm- 
troops in Torun thought they would 
be able to fight on for a long time 
with ‘supplies tucked away. in cellars, 
but the Red Army gunners, at point- 
plank: range, broke down . the ‘walls, 
and the Russian shock troops were 
able to storm the hedgehog: yesterday 
and take it. i 

The correspondent. points out that 
the elimination of Torun has released 
considerable. Russiah forces. for the 
drive along the Vistula towards Dan- 


ZIE. fa 

Brussels radio reported tonight that 
the Red Army has reached a point 
64 miles from. the Bay of Danzig, in 
the: Konigsberg area, 


RIVER BARRIERS . 


oranan 


THE RUSSIAN TACTICS. 


“i LONDON, February 2. 
‘Some of the greatest tank battles of 
the war are flaring up as Zhukov’s 
armies advance. against Frankfurt, 
‘says Reuters, Moscow correspondent. 
The ‘Germans have'-sent out strong 
panzer ‘screens and. are. trying . to 
transform the struggle on the ap- 
proaches to the Oder line ‘into a battle 
of manoeuvre across the: sandy, lake- 
dotted Brandenburg plain. Whether 
Zhukov will choose to strike immedi- 
ately ‘across the Oder. directly for 


flanks ahd broaden his front will large- 
ly be determined by the extent to 
which the Oder is frozen over. It is 
believed that the exceptionally severe 
winter has resulted in the freezing 
of the. river at a number of points, 
but whether ‘sufficiently to carry the 
Russians across is at present unknown. 

In any case, it is a fundamental 
part of the Red Army tactics not to 
halt at a river barrier when the enemy 
is on the. run, but to cross and seize 
bridgeheads before the opponent has 
time to regroup and organise his de- 
fences. The most likely development 
is that Zhukov will endeavour to storm 
the Oder in the most favourable sec- 
tors and secure footholds for later 
consolidation and extension while at 
the same time spreading out on his 
fianks, especially in the direction of 
the Baltic coast and Stettin, The stage 
would then be set for a general ad- 
vance-on Berlin, - 

The. Russian -push from south-east 
of Stettin has slowed down at the mo- 
ment, but the second prong in the Red 
Army’s advance, which is threaten- 
ing a new Baltic encirclement between 
Stettin and Danzig, is moving steadily 
nearer the coast, and Koslin on the 
Danzig-Stettin railway looms as a new 
objective for the. Red Army fighting 
its way through Pomerania, 


- SAGEN P.O.W. CAMP 


GERMANS REPORT TRANSFER 


' ; LONDON, February 2. 
The German overseas radio said that 
the R.A.F. prisoners of war camp at 
Sagen, 32 miles west of Glogau, has 
been, transferred further westward. 


The latest information in the hands 
of the prisoners of War Inquiry Office 
in New Zealand is that there were 3227 
British prisoners in Stalagluft HI (the 
Air Force camp) at Sagen, including 
156. New Zealanders, and 3916 British, 
including 66 New Zealanders, in Stalag 
Ville, also at Sagen, 


Berlin or seek first to strengthén his|; 


FOOD RIOTS IN BERLIN 
MANY PEOPLE KILLED 


Si ; LONDON, February 2. 

According to neutral correspondents, 
the Nazi authorities have ordèred a 20 
ber cent, reduction in German civilian 
food rations. Feed. riots : broke out 
in Berlin immediately after. the cuts 
were announced, and more than 106 
people, including children, were killed 
in the riots. Tens of thousands of 
refugees from eastern Germany, un- 
able to find food, are ransacking the 
city’s emergency food stores, 

The Stockholm newspaper . “Afton- 
tidning” says that clashes between SS 
troops. and civilians have broken out 
all over Berlin, It adds: “The city is 
in a ferment, The refugees who have 
Streamed jnto Berlin have eaten all the 
available food, and mobs of them are 
roving the streets in search of some- 
thing to eat. They. are prepared to 
brave the Gestapo guns rather than go 
hungry.” Je 

Another clash between SS troops and 
civilians, the paper ‘says, otcurred 
when mothers stormed a newly-formed 
information office, seeking news. of 
their children who had been evacuated 
to eastern Germany during the R.A.F. 
blitz in 1943. SS troops opened firé 
on the crowd, killing 30 women and 
children,  . © 

‘The Nazis have murdered scores. of 
political prisoners in Berlin prisons 
in. the last few days, says the Free 
German news agency in Stockholm. 
It adds that a systematic execution of 
prisoners likely to prove dangerous to 
the Nazi leaders after the war has 
been ordered. ` 


STRENUOUS DEFENCE 


BATTLE FOR KONIGSBERG 


LONDON, February 2. 

The Germans are making strenuous 
efforts to hold Konigsberg, and by 
digging in òn the second of the city’s 
four lines of concentrie fortifications 
they have been able to build two anti- 
tank ditches, which have precluded the 
use of Russian armour for a decisive 
storming, states. the Moscow corre- 
spondent of “The Times.” i 

Chernyakovsky has therefore fallen 
back on artillery. Heavy fire was 
maintained yesterday against German 
field works with the aim of cancelling 
the machine-gun nests ahd enabling 
the infaniry to penetrate the defences. 
The Germans havé combed the city for 
men for these defences and have made 
desperate efforts to reform the broken 
groups of soldiery which reached 
Konigsberg from the wesi. 

The task of defence is complicated 
by the presence of between 150,000 and 
200,000 civilian refugees, who are only 
a part of the vast human tide which 
began to flow as the Russians advanced. 
Prisoners describe Konigsberg as a 
madhouse, with men eserting en 
route fo the suburban battlefield, 
streets choked with transport of every 
description, and. building after build- 
ing bursting into flames as Russian 
shelis aimed at the forts fall into the 
city. 


TROUBLE AT THE TOP 


LONDON, February 2. 
A report from Berne says that a 
stormy meeting has taken place be- 
tween Hitler and Himmler, in which 
Himmler accused German army com» 
manders of being “too conservative” 
in their plans to stop the Red Army. 
The “Daily Telegraph’s” Stockholm 
cortespondent says that the German 
Finance Minister (Dr. Schacht) has 
been arrested in Berlin, 


a 


U.S. SUBMARINE LOST 


Rec. 9 am. WASHINGTON, Feb. 2. 
The Navy Department announced the 
loss on patrol of the submarine 


Growler, which was built in 1941-42. 


Stance of 


MURDER FACTORY 
OSWIECIM INQUIRY 


(By Telogranh—Press Asgsociation-——-Copyright.) 


Rec, 10 a.m. LONDON, Feb. 2. 

A special investigation is uncover- 
ing the secrets of the captured German 
murder factory. at Oswiecim, says Reu- 
ters . Moscow correspondent. From 
five to eight trains a day arrived at 
Oswiecim from the occupied regions. 
The prisoners were sorted on arrival 
and those fit for work before going 
to the slaughter house were separated 
from the invalids, aged, and very 
young, who were destroyed immedi- 
ately, 


_ When the Germans opened the camp 
in 1941 they killed e victims by 


shooting them in the back of the head |1 


and carried them to a mass grave. 
They then introduced mechanised 
slaughter with gas chambers and elec- 
trically charged conveyor belts, which 
killed the victims and delivered the 
bodies ‘to furnaces. There were special 
devices for killing young children. 
The Red Army liberated ‘thousands 
of prisoners. $ 
SLAUGHTER IN LITHUANIA, 


The Nazis killed 165,000 Russian pris- 
oners of war and “shot, burned alive, 
or tortured to death” over 300,000 civil- 
ians during the occupation of Lithu- 
ania, says a Soviet information 
bulletin, The Germans stole every- 
thing of any value in Lithuania, de- 
stroyed universities and libraries, and 
persecuted: and murdered intellectuals, 
The bulletin said civilians were stripped 
naked and forced to dig ditches in 
bitterly cold weather, and were then 
shot down with tommy-guns. It was 
a common practice to make human 
bonfires of the murdered victims, 

The bulletin lists the names of Scores 
of. German occupation officials “who 
will be called to strict account.” 


Rec. ll am. RUGBY, Feb, 2: 
-Oswiecim, which is a dozen miles 
from Pless, 20 miles north-east of 
Teschen, on the Czechoslovak frontier, 
was recently occupied by the Russians. 
A Moscow. message says that it riv- 
alled Maidanek in the scale of killings 
and cruelty to prisoners. The victims 
were brought from Poland, Russia, 
France,. Yugoslavia, and | Czetho- 
slovakia. ey were. murdered and 
the bodies were burned as soon as their 
eighteen-hour~ work-day, hunger, ex- 
posure, and torttires made them useless 
as labourers. The killings were even 
more “streamlined” than at Maidanek, 
which did not have a. conveyor belt 
for taking the bodies to the furnace 
after elecirocution.—B.0.W, 


‘WAR IN MORE DETAIL 


REQUEST IN HOUSE OF 
LORDS 


RUGBY, February 1. 

Marshal of the R.A.F. Lord Trench- 
ard called attention in the House of 
Lords to false impressions of the 
operations on the various fronts engin- 
eered by non-publication in the Press 
of official comnuniques,, He asked 
whether the Government would con- 
sider publishing in the Press com- 
muniques from Supreme Headquarters, 
from Italy, and if possible from the 
Russian front, and whether the Ger- 
man communiques could not be ptth- 
lished in full, ` 

He said it was not possible for the 
general public to read or hear the com- 
muniques, and they could riot get them 
without a great deal of trouble. . He 
did not want to criticise the reports 
of the war correspondents, but the of- 
cial communigques gave a truer picture 
of the front, A wrong’impression had 
been given in the Press recently with 
regard to the German break-through 
if the Ardennes. People would not 
have anticipated encirclement by our 
forces or the capture of large num- 
bers of prisoners if the official com- 
muniques had béen available. 

“The Government would be serving 
the. nation better by issuing more 
paper to the Press for the purpose of 
publishing communiques,” he added. 

Lord Listowel, replying for the Gov- 
ernment, said that the true facts about 
the conduct of military operations were 
easily available for ail who wanted 
them. The communiques were avail- 
able for all papers that wished to pub- 
lish them. He went on: “How the war 
news as a whole is to be presented in 
the daily Press is really a matter for 
the newspaper editors themselves, and 
it is not for the Government to decide. 
We are proud of the fact that despite 
the inevitable encroachments on our 
traditional Press that have been 
brought ahout by the demands of war, 
we have succeeded in keeping a còm- 
paratively free radio and Press. 

“It would be improper for any Gov- 
ernment department to attempt to dic- 
tate to editors as to the fom or sub- 
the reporting of the war 
news. . What the Government can do 
is to guarantee that the Press has easy 
access without any unnecessary delay 
to the latest reports from all fronts. 
The general level and tone of the Bri- 
tish Press is remarkably high. All the 
papers published in Britain are anxious 
to carry the fullest possible service of 
war news, whether in the form of offi- 
cial communiques or in detailed re- 
ports from their own aécredited ċor- 
respondents in the war zones.—B.0.W. 
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HEAVY DEFENSIVE FIRE 


aranin 


ENEMY IN APENNINES 


Rec, 10.50 am. LONDON, February 2. 
Allied patrols testing the strength 
of well-fortified German positions in 
the Apennines met heavy defensive 
fire, reports Reuter’s correspondent in 
Italy. The occupants of every German 
dug-out and strong-point gave fight. 
Escorted medium-sized forces 
heavy bombers of the Strategic Air 
Force bombed an oil refinery and 
railway centres in Austria on Thurs- 
day. Fighters and fighter-bombers of 
the Mediterranean Tactical Air Forces 
attacked railway lines and rolling. 
stock in the Po Valley and in Austria. 
Light .bombers also bombed and 
strafed railway targets and river traf- 
fic on the Po River. Operations by 
tactical medium bombers were can- 
celled on account of the weather. 
The ‘Balkan Air Force made con- 
centrated attacks on railway communi- 


cations and oil storage ‘targets in 
Yugoslavia, while coastal aircraft 
earried out 


shipping reconnaissance 
over the Adriatic. . 


The Allies flew about 1400 sorties. 
Five of our aircraft are missing. 


of į J 


PUZZLED U.S. GENERAL 
“MUST HAVE GONE GRAZY” 


(By Telegraph—Press Association—Copyright.) 


Rec, 10 am. NEW YORK, Feb. 2. 

Lieut.General E. I. Chelberger told 
an Associated Press correspondent on 
Luzon: “The Japanese generals must 
have gone crazy. We hit them on 
Mindoro, and dared them to fight. We 
landed at Lingayen and gave them an- 
other chance, 
Subig Bay. Now we come in from 
Batangas, 67 miles. from Manila, and 
certainly the prime defence area. 
Where in hell are they going to fight?” 

Tokio radio stated that the main Jap- 
anese forces in Luzon have not yet 
appeared. When and where they will 
aunch a counter-offensive is not 
known. The radio said that General 
MacArthur is holding in reserve a 
great number of troops, especially air- 
borne units. i 


NASUGBU LANDING 
BEGUN AS RECONNAISSANCE 


Rec. 9 am. N 

The American landing at Nasugbu 
Bay, south of the entrance to Manila 
Bay, brought the invaders into a 
valley leading up to high: ground, 
topped by the Tagailai Ridge and vir- 
tually gives them control of the nar- 
row. coastal plain between the 
southern toast of Manila Bay and 
Lake Taal--a fantastic spot where one 
volcano crater lies within another, 
It constitutes another barrier to any 
Japanese attempt to join the 
south of Litzon with those which. are 
bitterly resisting the Americans in 
the north-eastern settion of our Lin- 
gayen salient, in the direction of 
Baguio. 

The first wave of United States 
troops went ashore on five miles of 
the Batangas beach on Wednesday 
morning, and without firing a shot 
presesd quickly inland through the 
town of “Nasugbu. However, the 
operation was not totally bloodless 
like the invasion at Zambales- on 
Monday. Half an hour after the jand- 
ing Japanese hidden in caves on the 
northern flank began .using machine- 
guns and artillery against the beach, 
but mobile artillery and naval gunfire 
quickly silenced the enemy. 

The landing was originally planned 
as a reconnaissance in force which 
would withdraw if the opposition was 
too tough, but after three hours Lieu- 
tenant-General Bichelberger changed 
it to a full-scale invasion. 

General MacArthur's communique 
says: “The landing seals off the pos- 
sibility of enemy troops southward of 
Manila joining ‘those northward, and 
definitely outflanks the ernemy’s de- 
fence lines in Balacan Province,” the 
communique continues. “Patrols con- 
tinue to operate freely in the Second 
Corps’ zone of action. 

“Our forces in the upper Agno 
River area stized Sannicolas, six miles 
beyond San Manuel, and pushed four 
miles to the east of Tayug. An enemy 
column caught between our forces on 
the Balingso-Umingan road-was de- 
stroyed with heavy losses: _ 

“Bombers attacking shipping south 
of Formosa directly bit a 10,000-ton 
tanker and damdged a small freighter.” 

ete ee 


SINGAPORE RAID 
FLOATING DOCK SUNK 


COLOMBO, February 2. 

The great Singapore floating dock, 
which was sunk. by the British before 
the Japanese capturéd the island in 
1942, and which the Japanese refloated 
for their own use, was sunk again in 
the great attack by Super-Fortresses 
on Thursday. An Associated Press 
correspondent, writing from a base in 
India, says that reconnaissance photo- 
graphs show the dock; sunk and a 
ship in it on fire. ; 

The attack was one of the biggest 
mass Super-Fortress raids yet staged 
in this theatre. At nine o’¢lock in the 
morhing wave after wave of diréraft 
from the Twentieth Bomber Command 
rained 1000lb bombs on the port in- 
stallations, .The raid involved a 
round trig of 3800 miles, much of it 
over, the’ sea, and over 18 hours of 
continuous flying. : 

The approach to the target was 
hotly contested by flak from naval 
anti-aircraft guns and at least 20 
fighters were counted in the target 
area, One B29 returned to base on 
“two and a half” engines, One which 
was put oùt of action in a fierce tussle 
with a fighter and was shepherded. by 
the other bombers made the return 
journey of more than 1800 miles 
mainly through the persistence of its 
captain, The crew threw out every- 


thing moveable to keep the plane in 
the air. 


THE RESCUED PRISONERS 


_NEW YORK, February 2. 

Among the prisoners rescued ih 
Luzon were Britons who had been cap- 
tured. at Singapore.and transferred to 
Thailand, where many died of cholera, 
bubonic plague, and malnutrition. dur- 
ing 18 months of prison labour, says 
the New York “Herald-Tribune’s: 
Luzon correspotident. 

Signalman Thomas Farnsworth, of 
Laneashire, said: “I wore a G-string 
and went without boots for 18 months. 
The Japanese gave tis the bariboo 


treatment, and I suffered a fractured 
rib”? : 


; LONDON, February 2. 
Swiss financial experts now. rate 
Germany's prospects so low that they 
are valuing German paper. marks at 
under one penny eath, compared with 
200 before the war, says the “Daily Ex- 
press” financial corréspondent.. Orie 
hundred German paper’ marks were 
uoted on the Swiss market on Thurs- 
it at 53 Swiss francs—the lowest 
value in any free market since the 
great inflation of 1928. ‘The. pound 


sterling is equal to 317} Swiss francs. | B.O.W. 


Then we hit them in; 


WASHINGTON, Feb, 2. 


forces. 


HEAVY BLITZ | 


TARGETS: IN RHINELAND 


MANY 4000LB BOMBS 
DROPPED - 


Rec. 12.15. p.m. RUGBY, Feb. 2. 
Once more the full force of the 
Allied air offensive was directed yes- 
terday and last night against the 
Rhineland ‘communications, especially 
railways and river bridges. A large 
number of 40001b bombs were also 
drepped in two attacks on Berlin. 


Anglo-American headquarters states 


that escorted heavy bombers in great |’ 


strength struck at objectives in Ger- 
many, including railway marshalling 
yards at Mannheim-Ludwigshafen, and 
Rhine. bridges at Wesel, north-west of 
the Ruhr. Other escorted heavy bomb- 
ers attacked the railway junction at 
Munchen-Gladbach, west of Dussel- 
dorf. Medium and light bombers with 
fighter escort attacked the communi- 
cation centres’ at Schleiden, Brand- 
schied, and , Prum, railway bridges 
spanning the Rhine at Engers, the 
Lahn River at Nassau, and the Moselle 
River at Eller, and road junctions at 
Blankenheim, south-east of Schleiden, 
and at Wittlich.. Several barges on the 
Rhine north-west’ of .Coblenz were 
destroyed. Gs À 

Railway traffic- north of the Ruhr in 
the areas of Bocholt, Dulmen, Coes- 
feld, and Burgsteinfurt,:and gun posi- 
tions east of Cdesfeld, were attacked 
by fighter-bombers and rocket-firing 
fighters. . = 

Last night heavy bombers in very 
great’ strength made heavy attacks on 
main railway centres at Mainz, Lud- 
wigshafen, and Siegen, and, light 
bombers struck at the railway net- 
work north of the Ruhr, Berlin was 
also. bombed. - 

ATTACKS ON BERLIN. 


One enemy aircraft was shot down 
during the day, and night-fighters de- 
stroyed another during the night. One 
of our heavy -bombers and three 
fighters are missing from the daylight 
operations. . , : 

The Air Ministry, giving an account 
of the night’s operations, states that 
last night aircraft of the R.A.F., made 
heavy attacks on three railway centres 
in western Germany.. .Two separate 
forces of Lancasters attacked Lud- 
wigshafen and Siegen, and strong 
forces of Halifaxes bombed Mainz. 
Large fires were left burning’ at all 
three objectives. ; 

Two attacks were made on Berlin 
and a large number of 4000Ib bombs 
were dropped. . Night-fighters and in- 
truder aircraft supported the bombers 
and attacked airfields, At least two 
enemy aircraft were destroyed by 
Bomber Command aircraft. 

Mosquitoes on intruder patrols at- 
tacked transport targets and destroyed 
two enemy aircraft over western Ger- 
many. 

Yesterday — afternoon Lancasters, 
escorted and supported by Mustangs 
and Spitfires, attacked the communica- 
tions centre of Munchen-Gladbach. 
m all these operations nearly 1450 
aircraft of the. Bomber Command 
were involved, Twelve aircraft, all of 
the Bomber Command, are missing. 

; TRAFFIC HARASSED.: , 

Mosquitos of the R.A.F. Second 
Tactical Air Force made one of their 
longest sorties from Continental bases 
on Thursday night. Once again they 
attacked the German railway network 
in the Ruhr area. Some aircraft 
patrolied as far as 350 miles from their 
base, ‘striking targets within 80 miles 


of Berlin. Their object was to destroy |’: 


and harass German troops moving east- 
wards over the railways north of the 
Ruhr. A secondary task was to harass 
evacuation traffic. moving west from 
the Berlin area. Bad weather pre- 
vented observation of all the results, 
but first reports indicate that three 
railway yards, over 100 trucks, and 
four trains were attacked with bombs 
and cannon fire... Flak was intense. 
„More Mosquitos. bombed Berlin last 
night thar on any previous night. 
The attack on Munchen-Gladbach in 
the afternoon and the three attacks on 
Ludwigshafen, Mainz, and Siegen in 
darkness were all designed to’ prevent 
the enemy from hurrying troops and 
equipment from the West to the East- 
ern Front, Ludwigshafen, Mainz, and 
Siegen are all key railway points in 
the southern part of the front, and 
troop trains were known to be pass- 
ing throughthem on the way east, 
Crews reported that flak was not par- 
ticularly heayy, and it may be that 
the enemy has begun to thin out the 
anti-aircraft defences of the towns in 
the west and in Berlin. But fighters 
and fighter flares were reported both 
over the towns attacked and along the 
routes, though never in such strength 
as seriously to“interfere with the 
bombing, Fires in Ludwigshafen could 
be seen from 100 miles away, and there 
were: Sxplosions, particularly in Mainz. 


MISSIONARY’S VIEW 


_NO SUDDEN COLLAPSE BY 
JAPAN 


Ree. 9 am, NEW YORK, February 2. 

A Spanish missionary. who has just 
arrived after seven years in Japan, 
Formosa, and Manchuria, when inter. 
viewed expressed the opinion that 
Japan will not collapse suddenly, says 
the Stockholm correspondent of the 
“New York Times.” The Japanese, 
remembering the Wehrmacht’s in- 
ability to invade’ England, are con- 
vineed that it will be. far harder for 
the Americans successfully tò tackle 
the Japanese islands, which have been 
systematically fortified- for. years, The 
Japanese do not feel that they have 
already virtually lost the war. They 
admit that their plunge in 1941 was a 
miscalculated gamble because they 
believed the German propaganda re- 
garding the time in which the Ruś- 
sians would be annihilated and also 
the German claims that the United 
States was not interested in Europe 
aid was degenerate and unprepared. 
The Japanese still. think they can get 
away with most of the spoils. 

The missionary added that the 
Japanese are convinced that air power 
will be unable to knock out Japan. 
They are bolstering their rice supplies 
with potatoes, and in addition have 
stored enough rice to last for years. 
The birth-rate is two millions’ a 
year, adding a million troops annual- 
ly. Japan's most serious losses are in 
shipping, which arè difficult to over- 
come, and also steel, for which reason 
all steél telegraph poles and girders 
from modern houses, and even eleva- 
tors from hotels and apartment- 
hotises, have been requisitioned. 


DANGER NOT PAST 


TERRORISM IN PALESTINE. . 


RUGBY; February 1. 
The Colonial Secretary,  Coldnel 
Stanley, made a further statement in 
the House of Commons regarding 
measures taken to deal with terrorist 
gangs operating from Palestine. He 
said that the authorities had continued 
measures to suppress terrorists and 
had madè a considerable number of 
arrests, including some important 
members of terrorist groups, There 
had also been an improvement in the 
co-operation by the Jewish agency. 
Although there had been no major 
incidents in Palestine for several 
months, thé danger of stich incidents 
‘had not passed.=~B.O.W. 1: | 


SENTENCED TO DEATH 


TWO ELAS MURDERERS 


Rec. 11.50 am. LONDON, February 2. 

A military court sentenced to déath 
the first two ELAS-ites brought to 
trial on charges of murdér and violence 
during the insurrection, says the. 
Athens correspondent of the Associated 
Press of Great Britain, 


MIDLAND BANK CHAIRMAN: 


Rec, 11.20 aim, RUGBY, February 2. 

Thé Marquis ‘of Linlithgow, who was 
Viceroy of India from 1936- to 1943, has 
been elected chairman of the Midland 
Bank. He succeeds Mr. Stanley Chris- 
topherson, a former England cricketer, 
who accepted the chairmanship of ‘the 
board, although over. 80, until the ap- 
pointment of a 


‘ t 
t 
1 


permanent chairman |N 


COLMAR TAKEN 


Important French 


Towa y 


The Evening Post, Saturday, February. 3, 1945, Eee 


SIEGFRIED LINE 
© PROBED = 


y ` : 


x (By Telegraph—Press Assoviation—Copyright.) i Poe : 
Ree. Noon. © - LONDON, February: 2... 
French ‘tanks and infantry have entered Colmar, which is the 
last important inland French town still in. German hands, . says 
Reuter’s correspondent cabling from Colmar. The population gave. 
the troops a tremendous welcome. i i : 4 


Two divisions of the American First Army probed through a- 
“‘dragon’s teeth” belt of the Siegfried Line today and into: the 
: concrete pill-box barrier against resistance which was too sporadic 
to suggest any major defensive stand, says the correspondent of the 
Associated Press of Great Britain at SHAEF. Either the Allied 
assault had yet to run into the main enemy line west of the Rhine. 
or the. Wehrmacht was spread too thinly for more than a delaying 
fight on its way back to the river line. 2! 


Behind two divisions in the-Sieo-) N 
fried Line there: are ee lent fo WAR-TORN LAND zi 
others closing: up.. against the out- ‘DU CHY OF LUXEMBURG o] 
DEVASTATED BY INVASION ` 


posts. Some troops who pierced the 
(By Tetegraph—Press Association—Copyright), 


“dragon’s teeth” came within 500 
Rec. 11.15 am. LONDON, February 2. 


American heavy guns this afternoon: 
bombarded strong-points which the 
Germans tried to hold. As the, Ameri- 


cans penetrated-the line the Germans 
began to use artillery, but there was 
no indication of the firé heavy enough 
to be regarded as. defensive fire. 


Reuter’s correspondent at SHAEF 
Says that the Americans captured or 
knocked. out several pill-boxes in the 
Siegfried Line east of Malmedy, near 
the Belgian-German frontier. Some 
fortifications were found abandoned. 
The Allies in this sector, which is in 
the area of Losheim, captured twelve 
88-millimetre guns, complete with am- 
munition. y 

The thaw continues on most sectors. 
There is brilliant sunshine and melt- 
ing snow on the northern sector. 

Reuter’s correspondent’. with the 
Third Army says that in maximum ad- 
vances up to two miles General Pat- 


yards of the main defences. : 

The Duchj of Luxemburg, which. 
twice escaped. war damage, is now. 
one of the hardest-hit. countries in 
Europe, declares the: British. ‘United. 
Press correspondent after a tour of 
“this tiny land.” : g 

Six of the biggest towns, excluding 
the capital city, Luxemburg, and the 
second city, Esch, have been almost. 
wiped out,.the inhabitants are down 
to half- their normal diet, and 40,000 
producing farmers have now’ ‘become 
consumers, without even their own’ 
living . quarters, because more. than 
three-fifths of the Duchy’s | self-sus- 
taining farms and lands have “been: 
ravaged, ; 

In the Germans’ push in the Ar- 
dennes, Luxemburg was reoccupied 
and reliberated and devastated in the 
process. In. addition to severe civilian 
casualties, 65,400 Luxerhburgers, or 
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ton’s troops. captured two more small 
German towns south-east of St. Vith. 

The German news agency quoted a 
Berlin military spokesman as saying 
that the Germans have withdrawn 
from two sectors south-east of St. 
Vith and Upper Alsace. 

Americans of the 82nd Airborne 
Division tonight are fighting in Uben- 
breth, 114 miles south-east of Mon- 
schau, where they are meeting with 
the stiffest resistance. yet from the de- 
fenders of the Siegfried Line, says the 
correspondent of the Associated Press 
of Great Britain with the First Army. 
The Siegfried Line defences are 
proving stronger with each American 
advance, although only those pill- 
boxes occupying the most command- 
ing positions are manned, the others 
having been evacuated, 


AN EERIE QUIET 


GERMAN WEST WALL AREA 


LONDON, February 2. 

“The Times” correspondent at 
Supreme Headquarters says there is 
little doubt that the urgency: of the 
eastern situation has led to a general 
loosening of the enemy resistance along 
the Western Front. The threat- to 
Strasbourg, which only last week 
loomed large, is now virtually gone. 

General Hodges’s men ate confront- 
ed with a great Siegfried Line mys- 
tery, says the “Daily Mail's” corres- 
pondent on the Western Front. After 
crossing the border they formed up in 
assault order and prepared for flerce 
fighting, but up to nightfall yesterday 
nothing happened. The West Wall 
showed scarcely a sign of life, 

American patrols met only a few 
dozen rounds of small-arms fire. They 
found six concrete pill-boxes empty, 
and in one place found a 250mm gun 
—one of Germany’s biggest—-abandon- 
ed with its breech blown, evitently 
within the last 24 hours. Other patrols: 
found twelve 88mm guns and quanti- 
es of ammunition. “It's so quiet that 
its eerie,” said one officer. 


24-HOURS’ CONFERENCE 


one-quarter. of the entire population, - - 
moved southward as refugees . from’ 
the battle area. The Germans carried : 
off more than half the Luxemburgers’ ! 
livestock, besides large quantities of: 
grain and all the clothing they could- 
lay their hands on. The remainder. 
of the. livestock is now being killed: 
off because of the. lack of fodder ahd 
grain. g i 

The towns of Diekirch, Ettelbruck, 
Echternach, and Clervaux are all halfe 
destroyed. . Vianden is a total loss, 
Clervaux, before the German break- 
through, used to ship trainloads of 
grain to the stricken areas of Bele 
gium and France. Now it is Luxem- 
burg which needs. food. 


V-BOMB TRAGEDY. 


THICKLY POPULATED AREA 


LONDON, February L; 

A- number of people are believed 
to have been killed and many injured 
and trapped in demolished houses. 
when a V-bomb fell in à thickly, popu. , 
lated area in. southern England ree 
cently. F 

The bomb crashed in a road, and the 
explosion shattered small houses on 
both sides, killing sleeping residents., 
Other houses in the vicinity were 
blasted. A.R.P. workers with a sound. | 
Jocation -unit and trained dogs clame 
bered over the wreckage locating vice 
tims buried under the debris. - 

The widow of a British soldier killed 
at Dunkirk in 1940, Mrs, Violet. Cur- 
rin, and her entire family of four 
children, aged six to. 12 years, were 
among those killed. Rescue workers 
found the family under the debris. A 
crumpled photograph of the father, in ` 
a twisted frame, was found beside ‘the 
body of the youngest child. ; 
f 


'WO FRONTS 


DIVISION OF U.S. WAR 
EFFORT: 


RUGBY, February ‘1, 
„Reports that the British Minister of 
State, Mr. Law, had ‘protested. to the 
United States High Command about 
the division of American’ war effort 


GENERALS EISENHOWER AND | between the European and Pacific. 

BR ADLEY fronts are described in.London as come. 

f pletely untrue. © “Mr. ‘Law's “job: in” 

Rec. 11.20 am. LONDON, February 2.| Washington is to obtain civilian sap- . 
Generals Eisenhower and Omer plies „for the liberated toùntries;: and -> 

Bradley, commander of ‘the Allied |this he did by agreement with the- 


forces im the southern Ardennes, con- 
cluded 2 24-hours’ conference on cur- 
rent optrations, says àn official an- 
nouncement from SHAEF., It. did not 
disclose the reason or. the place of the 
conference. -Fhe principal members of 


United States. Government, as was ‘ans.’ 
nounced several weeks ago. A limite. - 
ing factor is. shipping. A- certain . - 
number of ‘ships: hasbeen’ allocated... 
to carry these supplies during: the first _ 
quarter of this year, and: the first few- Soe 
General Eisenhower's staff partici-/Ships for the ‘French: area have als: 
pated. : ready loaded and are: ready to sail—" ` 
Reuter’s correspondent at SHAEF|BOW. = MO 


says that considerable significance is PUNISHMENT. OF. GERMAN E i era 


attached to the holding of a confer- |’ reste sabe: 
ence at a time when the’. American WAR CRIMINALS: a 
WASHINGTON, February. 


armies are either along or penetrating 

the Siegfried Line from the. Aachen i a ; Ty 

area to the Saar. mar ‘The Acting’ Secretary of. ‘State, 
There is no mention of Field-Mar- |Grew, kas reaffirmed the: Government" 

shal Montgomery, in whose position j i 

as overall commander Of the First- and 
inth American Armies ‘no’ change 


has been publicly: announced. 


ties committed against. Jews inside: 
Germany, as well: as‘withi war: c 


